SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 03 August 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

SILENT KEY

The Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club regrets to announce that Len Celliers ZS5LEN became a Silent Key on 24 July.  Len, who was 82, passed the RAE in May this year, then shortly thereafter the CW exam at 22 wpm.  Unfortunately, many of the club members never got the chance to meet him face-to-face; his first club meeting was to have been on the 3rd August.  We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife, family and friends in their bereavement. 
[ZS5SK]

PAUSE

In the news today:

HANS POTGIETER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL

ICASA INCREASES FEES

RADIO ZS ON THE WEB

SARL HF CONTEST TODAY

SPECIAL WOMEN'S DAY INTECNET

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail:

HANS POTGIETER ZS6ALJ RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL

It is with regret that the Council of the SARL announces that Hans Potgieter ZS6ALJ has tendered his resignation from the council of the SARL with effect from 31 July 2003 because personal and business pressures at the moment do not allow him to give his full attention to the task ahead.  Hans says he will always be a stern supporter of the SARL and will be available to assist were possible.

The Council thanks Hans for the role he has played in the council and wish him well with his endeavours.  Graham ZS6GJH will act as President until the next council meeting when an election will take place.

ICASA INCREASES FEES

ICASA has informed the SARL that from 28 July 2003 the new fees as were published in the Government Gazette No 22874 of Nov 2001 will apply.  This will have a major impact on Amateur Radio and specifically the RAE.

The impact on the RAE is as follows:

Application for certificate R100,00;
Certificate R30,00;
Application for license R140,00;
License fee R27,00.
The total comes to R297.00 without the examination costs.

Other changes are:

License fee R27,00;
Modification to license R100,00;
Technical Modification R240,00 (repeaters, BBS, wefax, beacons)
Application for special event call sign R140,00.

SARL HF PHONE CONTEST

This afternoon at 14:30 CAT the 2003 SARL HF Phone Contest will commence.  The aim of the annual contest is to work as many Southern African stations on 20, 40 and 80 metres.  The contest ends at 18:30 CAT.

Participants are requested to only work in following band segments so that non-contesters may also use the frequencies: 14,125 to 14,175, 7,040 to 7,080 and 3,600 to 3,650 Mhz.  The exchange is RS and a serial number starting at 001.

Each phone contact counts one point; 2 points are achieved for each call area worked per band and 2 points for each station worked on all three bands.  There are eight call areas.

The general rules and the rules of this contest are available on the SARL website.  Download a copy of the HF Contest Logger by Nico ZS4NS, it will assist you with the scoring and at the end of the contest provide you with an electronic log summary and sheet.  The closing date for your entry is Monday 18 August and can be e-mailed to contest@sarl.org.za or sent by mail to the NARC.

RADIO ZS IS AVAILABLE ON THE SARL WEBSITE

Members may now download their own copy of the March/April edition of Radio ZS from the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.  The file, zipped and in PDF format, is 1.6 megs in size and should be downloadable by most people with a reasonable internet connection.  The May June edition will follow soon.  The editor is in need of material for publication, it can be items of a technical nature, club news, DXpedition stories, photographs and sketches.  Items can be e-mailed to radiozs@sarl.org.za or mailed to the NARC.

INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHTSHIP WEEKEND 16-17 AUGUST

With two weeks to go to the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend, the organiser, Mike Dalrymple, GM4SUC, reports that just over 250 stations in 34 countries have confirmed their participation in the event.  The International Lighthouse and Lightship weekend runs over the full 48 hours of the weekend of 16 and 17 August.  A list of stations can be found on the International Lighthouse and Lightship weekend website and the organiser asks that if you have already notified your participation you should please check that the details are correct.  There is still time to decide to join in, but, if you are unable to establish a station at a lighthouse or lightship, you can still join in the fun by working as many stations at lighthouses and ships as you can.  South African amateurs can visit the SARL website and see a list of South African lighthouses and those which will be active during the weekend.
[ex RSGB]

REQUEST TO CLUBS FOR INFORMATION

In order to build up our database of information on clubs, would clubs please provide the following information by return email to zs6phd@mweb.co.za 

Name of club;
Total number of club members:
Estimated number of club members who are SARL members:
Current club annual subscription:

Please could you also provide feedback on your preference in regard to receiving communication in PDF file format 
(ex ZS6PHD)

NO HAMNET BULLETIN ON SUNDAY 3 AUGUST

All Hamnet members please take note that there will be no bulletin today due to the SARL HF Contest being conducted this afternoon.  This message is also intended for the Hamnet members who may not have e-mail access.

The bulletin for August will be read on Sunday 10 August at the normal time of 16:30 CAT on 10,130 MHz and 7,070 MHz.

Good luck in the contest.
(ex Francois ZS6BUU)

SPECIAL WOMEN'S DAY INTECNET

A special INTECNET is being planned to celebrate women in amateur radio.  It will be held on Sunday 10 August, the day after National Women's day.  Recently amateur radio came under severe criticism from the Deputy Director General of the Department of Communications for the lack of women involvement in amateur radio.  The women's day INTECNET will look at current activities and explore new opportunities to get more women involved in the main stream of amateur radio.  Clubs are invited to share details of current activities involving women in amateur radio by sending an email to armi@sarl.org.za.

CORRECTION TO CONTEST RESULTS

It has been brought to the attention of SARL News that the winner of the Single operator stationery mobile category of the Hamnet Contest is not Martin but Michael ZS6BHF operating as 7P8BHF.

RSGB RESPONDS TO BBC TV REPORT ON POWERLINE COMMUNICATIONS

The RSGB has contacted the BBC to point out its objections to an item on the BBC TV 6 o'clock News on Thursday 24th July.  The item referred to the use of the electricity supply as a medium for Internet access.  This is variously referred to as PLT, PLC or Powerline Communication.  The following is a quote from the e-mail sent to the BBC TV News:

"The news item was unbalanced in that no mention was made to the very serious problems of radio interference inherent in Powerline technology.  At the present time there is strong disagreement as to how much radio interference should be permitted.  Needless to say radio interests, which besides ourselves, include the BBC and many other organisations are anxious that radio interference should be minimised."

The e-mail went on to point out the difference between the systems based on ADSL technology, which are currently being deployed in considerable numbers, and the proposed PLT systems.

Further information can be found in the article 'PLT and the Future of the HF Spectrum' published in the February 2003 RadCom. An electronic copy of this article and other items of interest can be found by clicking on 'Powerline Telecommunications' on the RSGB website.

CLUB NEWS

At the AGM of the Zululand Amateur Radio Club held at the home of Willie ZS5WI on 26th July, the following Office bearers were elected for the coming year.

Chairman         Ty Ferguson ZS5TT;
Vice Chairman    Jan Erasmus ZS5G;
Secretary        Willie Axford ZS5WI;
Treasurer        Willie Axford ZS5WI;
News Editor      Jo Snyders ZR5PO;
Member           Dawn Snyders ZR5ME;
Member           Warren Snyders ZR5WOZ.

Thanks to the retired committee members and strength to the new committee for the task ahead.

DATES TO REMEMBER

SARL HF PHONE CONTEST will take place today Sunday 3 August from 14:30 to 18:30 CAT [please note the new times].

SWAZILAND ON THE AIR:  3DA0DX will be operating from Swaziland from 29th July to 3rd August 2003 both days inclusive.

Special women's day intecnet, Sunday 10 August.

The international lighthouse and lightship weekend 16-17 August.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin which was compiled by Dennis ZS4BS and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.
/EX
